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IN THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
County of San Luis Obispo, State of California 

  
   day    , 20  
 
PRESENT:  Supervisors 
 
ABSENT: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA 

CALLING AND GIVING NOTICE OF THE HOLDING 
OF SPECIAL ALL MAILED BALLOT ELECTIONS 

TO BE HELD ON MARCH 8, 2016, 
FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE VOTERS 

OF A QUESTION RELATING TO THE FORMATION 
OF THE PASO ROBLES BASIN WATER DISTRICT AND 

ELECTION OF THE INITIAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR SAID DISTRICT 
 
 WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 2453 (2014) (Water Code §§ 37900 – 37969) (AB 2453) 
which adds Part 8.2 to Division 13 (California Water District Law, Water Code §§ 34000 – 
38501) of the California Water Code provides for the formation of the Paso Robles Basin 
Water District (Water District) in conformance with the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local 
Government Reorganization Act of 2000 (Government Code §§ 56000 et seq.) (Cortese-
Knox-Hertzberg Act) with limited exception (Water Code § 37905); and 
 
 WHEREAS, on April 21, 2015, pursuant to Water Code Section 37905, the Board of 
Supervisors, acting as the Board of Supervisors of the San Luis Obispo County Flood Control 
and Water Conservation District, approved a resolution making application to the San Luis 
Obispo County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) for the formation of the Water 
District; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 20, 2015 and September 17, 2015, LAFCO conducted public 
hearings on the formation of the Water District; and  
 
 WHEREAS, on September 17, 2015, LAFCO approved a resolution making 
determinations and approving the formation of the Water District (LAFCO Resolution), 
attached hereto as Attachment 1, subject to certain enumerated conditions, including, but not 
limited to, the following: 
 

Condition of Approval No. 3: That the formation of the Paso Robles Water Basin 
District [sic] shall be contingent upon a successful vote on the formation 
pursuant to Water Code Section 37905, and approval of a Proposition 218 
proposal capable of funding the activities of the District.   
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Condition of Approval No. 8: That the Board of Supervisors of the County or the 
Flood Control District, as applicable, call for the formation vote and Board of 
Director elections, conduct the Proposition 218 proceedings and set the 
appropriations limit as soon as feasibly possible and consistent with 
Government Code Section 57000. 

  
 WHEREAS, Exhibit A to the LAFCO Resolution describes the boundaries of the Water 
District, as established by LAFCO in accordance with Water Code § 37900; and 
  
 WHEREAS, the protest provisions of the Cortese-Knox Hertzberg Act that pertain to 
the formation of a district do not apply to the formation of the Water District (Water Code § 
37905(d)); and    
 
 WHEREAS, on October 2, 2015, the San Luis Obispo County (County) Board of 
Supervisors (Board of Supervisors) and the County Elections Official (Elections Official) 
received notification in accordance with Government Code Section 57000, subdivision (d), 
that LAFCO made a determination requiring that an election be conducted and requesting 
that the Board of Supervisors direct the Elections Official to conduct the necessary election; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, Government Code Section 57000, subdivision (e)(1), requires the Board 
of Supervisors to do all of the following: call, provide for, and give notice of a special election 
or elections; fix a date of election and direct the elections official to designate precincts and 
polling places and to take any other action necessary to call, provide for, and give notice of 
the special election or elections and to provide for the conduct and canvass of returns of the 
election, as determined by LAFCO; and   
 
 WHEREAS, one of the elections that must be conducted is an election by landowners, 
as defined in Water Code Sections 37905 and 37913, on the question of whether the order 
adopted by LAFCO ordering the formation of the Water District shall be approved and on the 
question of who shall fill the six (6) board of director seats to be voted on by landowners if the 
Water District is formed (Landowner Election); and  
 
 WHEREAS, a second election that must be conducted is an election by registered 
voters within the Water District on the question of who shall fill the three (3) board of director 
seats to be voted on by registered voters (Registered Voter Election); and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Sections 57126 and 57132, the 
Landowner Election and the Registered Voter Election may be conducted wholly by mailed 
ballot on the next established election date set forth in Elections Code Section 1500; and   
 
 WHEREAS, both the principal act of the Water District (the California Water District 
Law, including AB 2453) and the Cortese-Knox Hertzberg Act contain provisions applicable to 



 
3 of 55 

the conduct of the Landowner Election and the Registered Voter Election (Water Code §§ 
34400 – 34502, 37905, 37910 – 37913; Government Code §§ 57125 – 57179); and    
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Government Code Section 56100, subdivision (b), 
proceedings for the formation of the Water District shall be conducted as authorized in the 
California Water District Law (including AB 2453) except that the procedural requirements of 
the Cortese-Knox Hertzberg Act shall apply and prevail in the event of a conflict with the 
procedural requirements of the California Water District Law; and  
 
 WHEREAS, with respect to the Landowner Election, Water Code Section 37905, 
subdivision (c), identifies the relevant voters for the election on the question of whether the 
order adopted by LAFCO ordering the formation of the Water District shall be approved and 
provides in pertinent part: 
 

For the purposes of […] a vote on the matter to form the district, the following 
applies: 

(1) Each voter, who shall be a landowner as defined in this section, 
may cast […] one vote on the matter of an election to form the 
district.  Ownership of multiple parcels of land, in full or in part, 
shall not entitle any voter to more than one vote. 

(2) For land held jointly, owners collectively get one vote.  Nothing in 
this section should be construed to indicate that multiple owners 
of a property get more than one vote. 

 
 WHEREAS, with respect to the Landowner Election, Water Code Section 37911, 
subdivision (b), identifies the relevant voters for the election on the question of who shall fill 
the six (6) board of director seats open to persons holding title to land within the Water 
District and persons authorized to vote in elections by landowners, if the Water District is 
formed and provides in pertinent part:1 
 

Six of the [nine total] directors shall be qualified for office by being 
persons who hold title to land within the district or persons authorized 
to vote in elections by landowners, as provided in Section 37913.  Each 
director shall be elected by landowners as provided in by Article 1 
(commencing with Section 35003) of Chapter 1 of Part 4, except that 
each voter shall be entitled to cast one vote for each acre owned by the 
voter within the district.  If the voter owns less than one acre, the voter 
shall be entitled to one vote and any fraction shall be rounded to the 
nearest full acre. 

 

                                                            
1 Water Code Section 37911, subdivision (d)(1), additionally requires that all directors qualified under Water Code Section 
37911, subdivision (b), “reside within the district, within two miles of the district boundary, or within the boundaries of the 
City of Paso Robles, the Atascadero Mutual Water Company, the Templeton Community Services District, the San Miguel 
Community Services District, or the San Luis Obispo County Service Area 16.” 
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 WHEREAS, Water Code Section 37911, subdivision (b), further divides landowners 
into the following categories: “large landowners” (holders of title owning a total of four 
hundred (400) acres or more), “medium landowners” (holders of title owning a total of forty 
(40) acres or more but less than four hundred (400) acres and “small landowners” (holders of 
title owning a total of less than forty (40) acres) and provides that each category shall elect 
two (2) directors; and   
 
 WHEREAS, with respect to the Registered Voter Election, Water Code Section 37911, 
subdivision (c), identifies registered voters within the Water District as the voters who shall 
vote on the question of who shall fill the three (3) board of director seats open to registered 
voters residing within the Water District; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Water Code Section 37912, subdivision (a), separate ballots 
shall be prepared and separate elections shall be conducted for those director positions 
which will be elected by resident voters and for those which will be elected by landowner 
voters.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, ORDERED, AND DETERMINED BY the 
Board of Supervisors of the County of San Luis Obispo as follows: 
 
 SECTION 1.  Call for Landowner Election.  The Board of Supervisors hereby orders 
a special election and submits to the relevant voters of the Water District, as defined in Water 
Code Sections 37905 and 37911, subdivision (b), the question of whether the order adopted 
by LAFCO ordering the formation of the Water District shall be approved and the question of 
who shall fill the six (6) board of director seats open to persons holding title to land within the 
Water District and to persons authorized to vote in elections by landowners, as provided in 
Water Code Section 37913, subject to certain residency requirements, if the Water District is 
formed, as set forth more fully in the ballot questions approved under Section 4.  
 
 SECTION 2.  Call for Registered Voter Election.  The Board of Supervisors hereby 
orders a special election and submits to the relevant voters of the Water District, as defined in 
Water Code Section 37911, subdivision (c), the question of who shall fill the three (3) board 
of director seats open to registered voters residing within the Water District, if the Water 
District is formed, as set forth more fully in the ballot question approved under Section 5. 
  
 SECTION 3.  Date of Elections.  The date of the Landowner Election and the 
Registered Voter Election shall be March 8, 2016, and the elections shall be conducted 
wholly by mailed ballot.    
 
 SECTION 4.  Purpose of the Landowner Election; Ballot Questions.  The purpose 
of the Landowner Election shall be for the qualified voters within the proposed Water District 
to vote on the following questions: 
 
   



 
5 of 55 

  QUESTION 1:   
Shall the order adopted on September 17, 2015, by the Local Agency 
Formation Commission of San Luis Obispo County ordering the formation of a 
district in the territory described, known as the Paso Robles Basin Water 
District, be approved subject to the terms and conditions specified in the order, 
including approval of a Proposition 218 proposal to fund the district? 

 
  QUESTION 2:   

If the Paso Robles Basin Water District is formed, who shall serve on the board 
of directors of the Paso Robles Basin Water District? 

 
 SECTION 5.  Purpose of the Registered Voter Election; Ballot Question.  The 
purpose of the Registered Voter Election shall be for the qualified voters within the proposed 
Water District to vote on the following question: 
 
  If the Paso Robles Basin Water District is formed, who shall serve on the board 
  of directors of the Paso Robles Basin Water District? 
 
 SECTION 6.  Authority for Elections.  The authority for ordering the elections is 
Government Code Section 57000.  The authority for the specification of this elections order is 
contained in Water Code Sections 34400 through 34502, 37905, 37910 through 37913 and 
Government Code Sections 57125 through 57179. 
 

  SECTION 7.  Form of Ballots.  The ballots to be used at the elections shall be in the 
form and content as required by law. 

 SECTION 8.  Procurement of Necessary Materials.  The Elections Official is 
authorized, instructed and directed to procure and furnish any and all official ballots, notices, 
printed matter and all supplies, equipment and paraphernalia that may be necessary in order 
to properly and lawfully conduct the elections. 
 

  SECTION 9.  Polls.  The polls for the elections shall be open at seven o’clock a.m. of 
the day of the elections and shall remain open continuously from that time until eight o’clock 
p.m. of the same day when the polls shall be closed.  The County Clerk-Recorder’s offices, 
located at 1055 Monterey Street, Suite D120, San Luis Obispo, and 6565 Capistrano Avenue 
(2nd Floor Atascadero Library), Atascadero, will be used as the “polls” for these all mailed 
ballot elections. 

 SECTION 10.  Delivery of this Resolution.  The Elections Official is hereby directed 
to send a copy of this Resolution to LAFCO within five (5) days of adoption of this Resolution.   
 
 SECTION 11.  Notice of Elections.  Notice of the time and place of holding the 
elections is given and the County Elections Official is further directed to publish, post and 
mail the Notice of Elections, a form of which is set forth on Attachment 2 hereto, in 
accordance with Government Code Section 57130 and Water Code Section 34402.    
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 SECTION 12.  Conduct of Elections.  In all particulars not recited in this Resolution, 
the elections shall be held and conducted as provided by law for holding elections relating to 
the formation of the Water District and the election of the first set of directors of the Water 
District. 
 
 SECTION 13.  Effective Date.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its 
passage. 
 
 Upon motion of Supervisor _______________, seconded by Supervisor 
_____________, and on the following roll call votes, to-wit: 
 
AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAINING: 
 
the foregoing Resolution is hereby adopted on the ____ day of _________, 20___. 
 
 
   
 Chairperson of the Board of Supervisors 
ATTEST: 
 
  
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

[SEAL] 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL EFFECT: 
RITA L. NEAL 
County Counsel 
 
 
By:  

Deputy County Counsel 
 
Dated: October 26, 2015 
 
L:\MANAGMNT\2015\November\Water District Formation and BOD Election\Resolution 10 23 15.docx 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
County of San Luis Obispo, 

} ss. 

 
 I,          , County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of 
the Board of Supervisors, in and for the County of San Luis Obispo, State of California, do hereby certify the 
foregoing to be a full, true and correct copy of an order made by the Board of Supervisors, as the same appears 
spread upon their minute book. 
 
 WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Board of Supervisors, affixed this   
day of  , 20  . 
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   County Clerk and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board 
(SEAL)  of Supervisors 
 
 
  By   
   Deputy Clerk.
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ATTACHMENT 1 
LAFCO RESOLUTION



 
9 of 55 



 
10 of 55 



 
11 of 55 



 
12 of 55 



 
13 of 55 



 
14 of 55 



 
15 of 55 



 
16 of 55 



 
17 of 55 



 
18 of 55 



 
19 of 55 



 
20 of 55 



 
21 of 55 



 
22 of 55 



 
23 of 55 



 
24 of 55 



 
25 of 55 



 
26 of 55 



 
27 of 55 



 
28 of 55 



 
29 of 55 



 
30 of 55 



 
31 of 55 



 
32 of 55 



 
33 of 55 



 
34 of 55 



 
35 of 55 



 
36 of 55 



 
37 of 55 



 
38 of 55 



 
39 of 55 



 
40 of 55 



 
41 of 55 



 
42 of 55 



 
43 of 55 



 
44 of 55 



 
45 of 55 



 
46 of 55 



 
47 of 55 



 
48 of 55 



 
49 of 55 



 
50 of 55 



 
51 of 55 



 
52 of 55 

  



 
53 of 55 

ATTACHMENT 2 
FORM OF ELECTIONS NOTICE 

 

NOTICE OF ELECTIONS  
FOR THE FORMATION OF THE PROPOSED PASO ROBLES BASIN 

WATER DISTRICT AND ELECTION OF THE INITIAL  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

LANDOWNER ELECTION 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the landowners within the proposed Paso Robles Basin 

Water District (Water District) located in the County of San Luis Obispo, State of California, as defined 
in Water Code Sections 37905 and 37913, that in accordance with applicable law, a special election 
conducted by all mailed ballot will be held on Tuesday, March 8, 2016, for the following measure and 
election of the six members of the Board of Directors elected by landowners: 
 

Shall the order adopted on September 17, 2015, by the Local 
Agency Formation Commission of San Luis Obispo County 
ordering the formation of a district in the territory described, 
known as the Paso Robles Basin Water District, be approved 
subject to the terms and conditions specified in the order, 
including approval of a Proposition 218 proposal to fund the 
district? 

YES 

NO 

 
The name of the proposed district is the Paso Robles Basin Water District. 
 
The boundaries of the proposed Water District are as approved by the San Luis Obispo 

County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) on September 17, 2015 through Resolution 
2015-05.  An interactive map of the proposed Paso Robles Basin Water District searchable by 
Assessor Parcel Number is available at the following link:  

 
http://pasobasin.org/groundwater-management/legislation/outreach-education/ 

 
If from the election returns, a majority of the votes cast at the election are in favor of approval 

of the order adopted by LAFCO, the formation of the Water District shall be complete subject to 
satisfaction of all conditions of approval imposed by LAFCO.  A summary of the conditions of approval 
contained in Resolution 2015-05 is as follows: (1) the Directors shall be qualified and elected in 
accordance with applicable provisions of the Water Code; (2) the District may exercise all powers in 
the California Water District Law subject to limitations on its ability to adopt emergency ordinances, its 
ability to conduct activities normally and historically undertaken by the County, the County Flood 
Control District or other affected agency and its ability to export groundwater; (3) completion of a 
successful formation election and Proposition 218 proceeding and establishment of an appropriations 
limit in the amount of $950,609; (4) future Water District projects are subject to applicable law, 
including the California Environmental Quality Act; (5) the effective date of the formation will be 
determined by the filing of a certificate of completion by LAFCO; (6) provision of a map and legal 
description to the Board of Equalization and (7) calling of all necessary elections and completion of all 
Proposition 218 proceedings by the Board of Supervisors. 
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Upon the formation of the Water District, there shall be a total of six directors elected by 
landowners, as shown in the table below (three directors are elected by registered voters).  A 
candidate may only be a candidate for one director position for which they are qualified. Candidates 
for the six landowner positions may be within any landowner class.  Should a landowner also be a 
registered voter, that candidate may only serve in one capacity (i.e. landowner director or registered 
voter director) but not both. 

  
The qualifications for directors elected by landowners are:   
 
Candidates must hold title to land within the proposed Water District or be persons authorized 

to vote in elections by landowners, as provided in Water Code Section 37913 and shall reside within 
the Water District, within two miles of the Water District boundary, or within the boundaries of the City 
of Paso Robles, the Atascadero Mutual Water Company, the Templeton Community Services District, 
the San Miguel Community Services District, or the San Luis Obispo County Service Area 16.  A 
person may only be a candidate for one director.  

 
DIRECTORS # OF SEATS TERM 

BEGINS 
TERM ENDS 

Elected by Large Landowners 
*holders of title owning an  
aggregate (across parcels) of 
400 acres or more  

2 TBD December 6, 2019 

Elected by Medium Landowners 
*holders of title owning an 
aggregate of 40 acres or more 
but less than 400 acres 

2 TBD December 6, 2019 

Elected by Small Landowners 
*holders of title owning an 
aggregate of less than 40 acres 

2 TBD December 6, 2019 

 
 

REGISTERED VOTER ELECTION 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the registered voters within the proposed Water District 

described above that in accordance with applicable law, a special election conducted by all mailed 
ballot will be held on Tuesday, March 8, 2016, for the election of the three members of the Board of 
Directors elected by registered voters: 

 
The qualifications for directors elected by registered voters are: 
 
Candidates shall be a registered voter residing within the district. 
 
DIRECTORS # OF SEATS TERM 

BEGINS 
TERM ENDS 

Registered Voters 
*registered voters within the 
Water District 

3 TBD December 6, 2019 
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GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO BOTH ELECTIONS 

 
Per Water Code Section 37912, subdivision (c), the Directors elected upon formation of the 

Water District shall hold office pursuant to Section 10505 of the Elections Code.  The directors elected 
at the formation election shall hold office until noon on the first Friday in December of the second next 
following odd-numbered year (December 2019) (pursuant to Water Code Section 37912, subdivision 
(d), the election of the second set of directors will be held in October 2019).   

 
The nomination period opens Monday, November 16, 2015 and will close at 5:00 PM, Friday, 

December 11, 2015. 
 
The Elections Division of the County Clerk-Recorder’s Office, located at 1055 Monterey Street, 

Suite D-120, San Luis Obispo, urges interested candidates to call our office at (805) 781-5228 to 
make an appointment to come in and obtain the Declaration of Candidacy.   

 
Pursuant to Water Code Section 37905, subdivision (c)(5), no person shall vote by proxy 

unless his or her authority to cast that vote is evidenced by an instrument acknowledged and filed with 
the County Elections Official. 

 
  The polls will be open between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.  The 

County Clerk-Recorder’s offices, located at 1055 Monterey Street, Suite D120, San Luis Obispo, and 
6565 Capistrano Avenue (2nd Floor Atascadero Library), Atascadero, will be used as the “polls” for 
these elections. 

 
 
 
Date:     TOMMY GONG, County Clerk-Recorder 
 
 By Elaina Cano, Assistant County Clerk-Recorder 
 
 


